Turf wars in radiology: other causes of overutilization and what can be done about it.
The overutilization of noninvasive diagnostic imaging (NDI) is a complex problem with many other aspects aside from self-referral. This article discusses (1) other causes of overutilization, (2) the rationales used by nonradiologist physicians to justify self-referring their patients for NDI, (3) the extent of self-referral by radiologists (called "autoreferral" by some), and (4) steps that could be taken to curb the overutilization of NDI in the United States. It is important for radiologists to be familiar with these issues and to support efforts to control overutilization.